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Sdi-the sideshow that is U.S. foreign policy,
4hede is a perennial rerun involving Latin Amer-
*IET

Cor tives announce that a military build-
Iy in some small place is Soviet-inspired and
Posés a threat to the United States, Liberals

-

&

s respond that there is no threat and
N M:‘AELVY‘SIS that the conservative agenda is re-
- ally to squash all indigenous oppo-

-éxjtion in the U.S. marketing area. )
: - The truth is always gauzy and the tendency is
o believe that reality lies somewhere in be-
‘tween. Usually it does.
- But occasionally, just often enough to galva-
'nizé the audience, the script gets played out:
«{Cuba got Soviet missiles in 1961; the United
States invaded Grenada last year,
* That is why the world snapped sharply to at-
tention on election night when President Rea-
‘gan’s victory was interrupted by the latest in-
'stallment in this long-running serial, the non-ar-
rival of Soviet MiG fighter planes in Nicaragua.
~ Now that the episode is over, there still is
‘mystery over the sources of initial reports that
:the high-performance MiG21 jets were about to
‘be: delivered, over the reasoning behind the
Jeaks, if any, and over the split in the adminis-
‘tration that appeared to surface afterward.
¢~ There is continuing mystery over the future
wourse of U.S, policy regarding Nicaragua, an
Jssue ‘on which major decisions will soon be un-
‘avoidable.
;- The MiG story began when CBS News broke
zinto its election coverage with the announcement
‘that unidentified Defense Department sources
had said there might be MiG21 jet fighters on a
Soviet freighter heading for the Nicaraguan har-
bor of Corinto, ‘

NBC quickly followed with excited word from
“intelligence sources” that 18 to 21 jets might be
arriving and that “the administration views this

Nicaraguan Jet Incident
Leaves Mysteries

|
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as a direct challenge to its commitment not to

tolerate Soviet MiG fighter jets in Central Amer-
ica.” ‘

On cue, Nicaragua promptly denied that any
_jets were imminent and charged that the leaks

were designed “to prepare the climate for direct_.

military attacks against our country.”
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*Wince U.S. officials frequently had warned the
Ipftist Sandinista government of Nicauxl';gua thalt:
dcquiring high-performance jets would promp
me uniamid pl?.S. retaliatory action, the leaks
were front-page news nationwide and were car-
ried all day on the airwaves, along with Reagan’s
reelection landslide. o
: Nicaragua prepared for a U.S. invasion. San-
dinista leaders insisted in Sherman-like state- \\
ments that neither now nor at any time in the
past, present or immediate future were MiGs
arriving. Camera crews were invited to watch
the Soviet freighter unload. Sandinista officials
called a military alert, put the country’s coffee
bean harvest on hold, and tanks rolled in the
s:treets of Managua.

The tension held for three days. U.S. Defense
and State department sources, who usually had
thorough background explanations of any current
flap, maintained an ominous silence. Official
spokesmen repeated endlessly that they did not
know what was on the ship and that while inva-
sion was not in the cards, other possible military
responses had not been ruled out, if the jets ap-
peared., '

U.S. military exercises materialized in the
Caribbean. High-flying jets zoomed over Mana-

gua, their sonic booms rattling windows and jan-
gling nerves, One such boom occurred just as
newly elected President Daniel Ortega was com- _
plaining about them to a group of U.S. journalists |
over breakfast, and the usually poker-faced Or- |
tega allowed himself to smile. |

On Nov. 9, U.S. officials said they had no ev-
idence of MiGs, and let it be known that the So-
viet Union had notified Washington that there
was “nothing to worry about” on the freighter.
The administration quickly shifted its focus to
Nicaragua’s military strength and current build-
up, calling it unprecedented and unjustifiable.
The military exercises continued, '

Then, predictably, the sonic booms stopped
and the daily pronouncements did, too. Nicara-
gua said its military alert had been only a drill,

Reports later said Secretary of State George
P. Shuitz had personally obtained the assurance
from the Soviets, and on Nov, 10 he said that
whoever_first _leaked the intelligence worries
“engaged in a criminal act, in my opinion.”

That was the first indication that the MiG ep-
isode might have reflected splits in the admin-
istration over what to do next in Nicaragua,

STAT

_Continyed

De‘cléssified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/17 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100020060-3




